SYDNEY LEEMING (1892-1916)
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Sydney Leeming was son of John Robert & Henrietta Leeming of West Hartlepool. He joined the 17th Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers on 24 November 1914. This battalion was specially set up by North Eastern Railways to allow men of the company to serve together in the same unit. Sydney had worked for NER as a shunter at West Hartlepool before WW1.

 Because of the large number of skilled workers in the unit, they were designated as a “pioneer” battalion, in January 1915. Their job was to provide labour to support frontline troops. For frequent periods, the 17th NF were called upon to act as railway construction units. 

Sydney died in a Casualty Clearing Station at the Somme on 16 July 1916 aged 24. He died from gas poisoning and wounds received in action. His unit had had the job of digging trenches and maintaining communication between the British lines and the forward lines, during the Somme offensive.

Sydney is buried at Puchevillers British Cemetery. He is also one of the many that are commemorated on the war memorial in York, put up by NER. (A Roll of Honour can be found at the National Railway Museum in York).
Sydney had worked for NER since July 1909. Before enlisting he took a considerable interest in athletics and was a member of the Railwaymen’s Football Club, in West Hartlepool.

[Sources: North Eastern Railway Magazine, Sept 1916, pg 209; CWGC; A Record of the 17th & 32nd Service Battalions Northumberland Fusiliers (NER) Pioneers 1914-1919, Shakespear. Lt.Col. published 1926]
